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REMARKS 

ApplicBnt amends claims 1-6 to clarify the invention. Support for the claim amendment 
can be found throughout the specification and at least at Figs, 5-7 and related text. No new 
matter is added. Upon entry of this amendment, claims 1-6 are pending, of which claim 1 is 
independent. Applicant respectfUIly submits that the pending claims define over the art of record. 

The Claimed Invention 

The claimed invention provides an electronic key system where the transmitting antenna 
is installed on an instrument panel of a motorcycle or a framework surrounding the instrument 
panel. The antenna is installed near the center of rotation of the handle bar and the instrument 
panel turns as the handle bar turns. With this structure, the antenna turns as the handle bar turns, 
and the instrument panel necessary for driving is effectively utilized and the installation area of 
the antenna is made small. Therefore, the transmitting range can cover the region that the user 
needs when operating the motorcycle. As a result, as least when the user gets on and operates the 
actual motorcycle and when the user is running with the actual motorcycle, communication of 
the control apparatus with the electronic key carried by the user can be performed with certainty. 

naiin Refection Under 35 U.S.C. SI 03 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 US.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over United States 
Patent No. 5,124,565 to Yoshida et al. (hereafter "Yoshida") in view of United States Patent No. 
6,208,305 to King (hereafter ''King"). Claims 2-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the Yoshida reference in view of the King reference and further in view of 
United States Patent No. 6,078,293 to Yamamoto (hereafter "Yamamoto**)* Claims 4-6 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over the Yoshida reference in view of 
the King reference further in view of United States Patent No. 4,132,994 to Caldwell (hereafter 
"Caldwell"). Applicant respectfully submits that the combination of the Yoshida reference, the 
King reference, the Yamamoto reference, and the Caldwell reference fails to teach or suggest 
that in a motorcycle, the transmitting antenna is installed near the center of rotation of the handle 
bar and that the instrument panel turns as the handle bar turns, as recited in amended claim 1. 
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The Yorfiida Reference 

The Yoshida reference teaches an electric power supply control device for a motorcycle. 
The Yoshida reference teaches an antenna that is fixedly ix»talled to a cowl of a motorcycle. The 
Yoshida reference does not teach or suggest the limitation that in a motorcycle, the transmitting 
antenna is installed near the center of rotation of the handle bar and that the instnmient panel 
turns as the handle bar turns^ as recited in amended claim 1 . 

Thfi.I?:iqft Reference 

The King reference teaches a loop antenna 40 that is installed in the rim 39 of a steering 
wheel 26 of a four wheel vehicle. In contrast, the claim invention is directed to a motorcycle. In 
addition, because the antenna 40 of the King reference is in the shape of a loop» the antenna 40 
needs to be installed all along the rim 39 of &e steering wheel 26, resulting in a 
disadvantageously large installation area. Furthermore, claim 1 requires that the transmitting 
antenna is installed near the center of rotation of the handle bar and that the instrument panel 
turns as the handle bar turns. Since the King reference is directed to a four wheel vehicle, it does 
not teach or suggest a handle bar as a driving instrument. Hence, the King reference cannot teach 
or suggest that the transmitting antenna is installed near the center of rotation of the handle bar« 
The King reference fiirther teaches an instmment panel 28 that is fixedly positioned separately 
firom the steering wheel 26 and hence, regardless of rotation of the steering wheel 26, flie 
instrument panel 28 does not tuzn with the steering wheel 26. Hence, the King reference cannot 
teach or suggest that the instrument panel turns as the handle bar turns. Applicant respectflilly 
submits that the King reference fails to cure the deficiency of the Yoshida reference. 

The Yamamoto Reference 

The Yamamoto reference teaches an antenna 1 A mounted inside of a switch main body 
IC of a column switch 1 supporting a steering wheel 2 of a four wheel vehicle. la contrast, the 
claimed invention is directed to a motorcycle^ The Yamamoto reference teaches a transceiv^ 
circuit 2E, a remote control switch 2D, a conunon ground pattem 2B, but not an instrument panel, 
mounted substantially at the center of the steerioig wheel 2. Hence, Applicant respectfully 
submits that the Yamamoto reference does not teach or suggest the limitation that the 
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transmitting antenna is installed near the center of rotation of the handle bar and that the 
instrument panel turns as the handle bar tums, as recited in amended claim 1 . Applicant 
respectfully submits that the Yamamoto reference fails to cure the deficiencies of the Yoshida 
reference and the King reference. 

The Caldwell Reference 

The Caldwell reference teaches an antenna 22 mounted along the edge of a windshield 
IS. However, the Caldwell reference does not teach or suggest the limitation that the antenna is 
installed near the center of rotation of the handle bar and that the instrument panel turns as the 
handle bar turns, as recited in amended claim 1. Applicant respectfully submits that the Caldwell 
reference fails to cure the deficiencies of the Yoshida reference^ the King reference, and the 
Yamamoto reference. 

Accordingly* Applicant respectfully submits ttiat the combination of the Yoshida 
reference^ the King reference, the Yamamoto reference, and the Caldwell reference fails to teach 
or suggest that in a motorcycle, the transmitting ant^ma is installed near the center of rotation of 
the handle bar and that the instrument panel turns as the handle bar tums» as recited in amended 
claim 1. Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner reconsider and withdraw the rejection 
of claim 1. 

Applicant notes that the dependent claims also recite patentable subject matter. As such, 
for this and the reasons set forth above^ Applicant respectfully submits that the dependent claims 
also define over the art of record. 
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CONCLUSION 

In view of ttie above amendmentp Applicant believes the pending application is in 
condition for allowance. 

Applicant believes no fee is due with this statement. However, if a fee is due, please 
charge our Deposit Account No. 12-0080, under Order No. TOW-045RCE from which the 
undersigned is authorized to draw» 



Dated: February 15, 2007 



Respectfully submitted, 



Anthdhy A. LauaMtano 
Registration No/3 8,220 
LAHIVE & COCKFIELD, LLP 
One Post Office Square 
Boston, Massachusetts 02109-2127 
(617) 227-7400 
(617) 742-4214 (Fax) 
Attorney For Applicant 



7 



PAGE lOriO * RCVD AT 2/1 5/2007 4:09:54 PM [Eastern Standard Ti^^^ 



